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City of Minneola March 3, 2009
Council Meeting 7:00 P.M.
Minneola City Hall

The City of Minneola Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor David Yeager.
Present were: Councilman Pat Kelley, Councilman Victor Ortega, Councilwoman Kelly
Price, Vice Mayor Sue Cordova, Scott Gerken (City Attorney), Sam Oppelaar (city
Manager), Michelle Zurita (Admin. Asst.), Laura Zielonka (Asst. City Manager), Lt.
Greg Link (LCSO), Fire Chief Dobrzykowski, Laura Jones (Planning Director) and Tim
Green (GCG).

A moment of silence was observed and the Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Eagle Scout
Dallas Dunbar.

AGENDA REVIEW

No changes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sam Oppelaar announced that Eagle Scout Dunbar had completed the mile markers on
the trail.

Each Council member expressed their appreciation to Dallas for the fine job.
REPORTS

Sam Oppelaar

e Introduced Ben James from South Lake High School, the first student to
participate in the City Manager’s Outreach Program. He explained the day’s
activities and presented him with a certificate of participation. Ben James
expressed his gratitude for the opportunity and thanked everyone for a very
interesting day.

e Introduced Mary Kay McGuire as the new Library Director. Ms. McGuire
expressed her enthusiasm for the new library and announced several programs
that would soon be available.

AUDIENCE TO BE HEARD

Mr. James (Ben’s father) spoke on how proud he was of his son and thanked the Council
for allowing Ben the opportunity to visit the City.

REPORTS:

Sam Oppelaar touched on the following items included in his written report (Exhibit A):
* Noted his attendance with Laura Jones and Laura Zielonka to a University of
Florida extension course on planning.
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e Stated the Development Orders for Khadra Medical Center and McDonalds had
been signed.

* Explained that a citizen was still needed to serve on the MPO Citizen Advisory
Committee.

¢ Noted his first year anniversary was today and thanked the Council for the
opportunity to serve the citizens of Minneola.

* Explained that he would soon be presenting FY 10 “straw man” budget to Council
and a workshop would be scheduled, as well as more information on the fire
assessment project,

Council comments for the City Manager:

¢ Pat Kelley asked the City Manager how his trip to Tallahassee for Lake County
Day’s had gone. Sam Oppelaar reported that the informal sessions had been
more informative for him and he had spent some time with Senator Cary Baker
and would continue to communicate with him.
Victor Ortega had no comments.

¢ Kelly Price had no comments.
Sue Cordova stated she had met with Sam regarding his evaluation and thanked
him for doing a great job.

e Mayor Yeager stated he had also met with Sam regarding his evaluation and

REPORTS (continued):

Scott Gerken informed Council that the McCoy agreement had been signed and the
check was in the bank.

Chief Dobrzykowski reported the new County radio system would soon be working, and
his department had been on alert for brush fires and were continuing their training. He
also reported they would be holding a children’s bicycle helmet safety program in the
near future.

Council comments for Chief Dobrzykowski:
* Pat Kelley inquired as to the safety of the recently annexed areas such as the Hills
of Minneola.
¢ Sue Cordova requested the Chief to check the area near Trail Head Park and Old
Hwy. 50 as there seemed to be a lot of brush in that area. Chief Dobrzykowski
stated he would check the area.

Lt. Link informed Council that the department was considering a “Midnight Basketball
Program” for the kids of Minneola; reported he had two deputies in the Orlando bike
program and requested permission to purchase one bike with monies from the forfeiture
fund; and stated he was working with Adrianne on getting a grant for “exceeding the
speed” signs.

Council consensus was to purchase one bicycle and accessories from the forfeiture fund.
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e Pat Kelley asked if it would be possible to purchase an ATV from the forfeiture
fund. Lt Link stated he would check into it.

¢ Victor Ortega asked if the midnight basketball could be held more frequently.
Lt. Link stated the program was still in the planning stage.
Kelly Price stated she was in favor of the basketball program.
Sue Cordova suggested utilizing the PAL program and agreed that the program
should be held once a week.

A general discussion pursued regarding the basketball program.

Mayor Yeager requested the sheriff’s department remedy the problem of a septic tank
truck parking on Galena Street. Lt. Link stated he would take care of it.

Council Reports:

Pat Kelley had no report.

Victor Ortega stated he had recently attended a Rotary breakfast and met with several
counterparts from the city of Orlando.

Kelly Price had no report.

Sue Cordova stated she would wait until the end of the meeting.

Mayor Yeager stated that he was now on the Water Alliance board and stated he hoped
all the County committees could work together. He also explained that Niagara wanted
to partner with Minneola in regards to bringing their unused water to our waste water

plant to be used as reclaimed water.

Sue Cordova stated she believed the City Manager should be the only one speaking with
Niagara and not any Council member.

Mayor Yeager asked for Council opinions regarding the possibility of bringing pari-
mutuel gambling to the area and asked if Council would be willing to finance the
required referendum.
Sue Cordova expressed her support for the idea and explained it was her understanding
that horse or dog racing was not necessary to have a high end card room. She stated the
public should be educated on the type of business.
A general discussion pursued regarding the prospect of gambling.
Kelly Price stated she was not in support of the idea.
Victor Ortega agreed that the people should be informed and then let them decide.
Pat Kelley stated he was not in support of the idea.
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Sam Oppelaar proposed that a Resolution be sent to the County Commission.

Council agreed to consider a resolution to send to the County.

Mayor Yeager proposed allowing taking septic tank truck loads at the wastewater plant.
Sam Oppelaar suggested engaging a science expert to analyze the subject.

Council vote on engaging a scientific expert for the project:

Pat Kelley — no.

Victor Ortega — yes.

Mayor Yeager — yes.

Kelly Price — yes.

Sue Cordova - yes; but to thoroughly research what waste can be taken and get a quote
on the entire work needed.

Sam Oppelaar informed Council that the Hwy. 27 North extension may be funded by
the recent stimulus package.

Tab 1 Approval of the Minutes

MOTION by Sue Cordova, Seconded by Victor Ortega to approve Council
Workshop and Council Meeting and Quasi-Judicial Devindra as written and Quasi-
Judicial Preppy Pets as amended.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova

NAY: None

MOTION PASSED: 5-0

MOTION by Sue Cordova, SECONDED by Kelly Price to table the Quasi-Judicial
Hearing McDonalds’ Site Plan to the next meeting to come back as corrected.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova

NAY: None

MOTION PASSED: 5-0

CONSENT AGENDA

Scott Gerken read Ordinance by title only for the second time.

MOTION by Sue Cordova, SECONDED by Victor Ortega to approve Ordinance
2009-05
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AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova
NAY: None
MOTION PASSED: 5-0

Tab 3 Water Rate Restructuring Proposal

Sam Oppelaar explained that water consumption are being carefully considered and
informed a public meeting would be held on March 5™ for further information and
discussion. He explained that Laura Zielonka was present to explain the restructuring
proposal.

Laura Zielonka explained the rate charts (Exhibit B) and stated the proposal would raise
the base rate of $2.00 and this would mainty target the high end users.

Discussion pursued regarding Oak Valley’s rates; how to bring them in line with the rest
of the City’s rates; and to affect the high end user and not those who conserve water.

Mayor Yeager asked for public comment.
Joe Sannders (Minneola resident) explained that he uses approximately 20,000 gallons
per month and expressed his concerns with a rate increase. He also advised the Council

of the problems the HOA’s had to keep the lawns in good condition.

John Dole stated the average user rates should not be increased and explained his was for
conserving water.

Sue Cordova explained that the consumptive use permit would soon be up for renewal
and the City needs to learn to conserve water.

Sam Oppelaar proposed coming back with an Ordinance with a new modified rate
structure.

Sue Cordova clarified for the record that there are no double water rates in this schedule.

Tab 4 Reserve Park Maintenance Funding

Sam Oppelaar explained the need for maintenance, personnel, and equipment for the
Reserve Park. He requested approval of $160,000.00 for those costs.

Council comments:
¢ Pat Kelley stated he would not approve the funds as the cost should have been
included in the budget.
* Victor Ortega stated he was not in favor of fund approval.
* Mayor Yeager expressed his support of maintenance funding.
» Kelly Price expressed support to fund what was needed for the park.
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e Sue Cordova asked if new personnel was hired for park maintenance if they
would only work at the Reserve Park; asked who would be scheduling the fields,
etc. and what the non-resident fee would be.

Sam Oppelaar explained that in the beginning the new personnel would work at the
Reserve Park, but in the future perhaps to work in other areas of the City; the Recreation
Department would do the scheduling and the Parks Department would handle the field
work; and that the non-resident fee would be $25.00.

Sue Cordova requested the item be tabled until the non-resident fee was raised to the
same as what Clermont collects for non-residents.

Mayor Yeager encouraged the Council to move forward with the proposed fee schedule
and not punish non-residents.

Victor Ortega stated he understood the costs but asked that the cost be reduced.
A break was called at 9:12 p.m.; the meeting resumed at 9:21 p.m.

Sue Cordova offered a compromise of $50.00 for non-resident/non-utility customers and
a non-resident/utility customer would pay $25.00.

Ben James expressed his opinion that the child who wants to play should not be
penalized for their geography and suggested a compromise with Clermont on waiving the
fees now that Minneola has a park.

Sue Cordova adamantly expressed her opinion that the fees should be charged and stated
she was elected to defend the citizens of Minneola.

A lengthy discussion pursued regarding the funding and fees to be charged.
Mayor Yeager asked for a motion.
Mayor Yeager passed the gavel to Kelly Price.

MOTION by Mayor Yeager, SECONDED by Pat Kelley to approve the funding to
get the equipment to go forward.

Council comments:

» Pat Kelley expressed his opposition and informed Council that Pop Warner was
currently renting fields and the City may be losing revenue by not contacting
them.

¢ Victor Ortega thanked Mr. Oppelaar for the work on the costs and requested that
the funding be trimmed down and asked about the different rates per city. He
acknowledged that a mistake had been made by not including the cost in the
budget. Sam Oppelaar stated he was aware of other cities fees and stated he
would implement what the Council directed.
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e Mayor Yeager suggested a compromise of $35.00 and reminded Council that
there was possibly other revenue.

¢ Sue Cordova asked the percentage of Minneola Resident use and if non-resident
fee was charged across the board. Sam Oppelaar replied approximately 60%
(resident) and that the non-resident fee was for little league only.

AYE: Ortega, Yeager, Price
NAY: Kelley, Cordova

MOTION PASSED: 3-2

Tab 5 Water System Solution for Waste Water Plant & Reclaim Lines

Sam Oppelaar reviewed the situation of building water lines across the Founders Ridge
property in which Founders Ridge were responsible, but had not yet placed them. He
recommended an alternative as utilizing a well at the wastewater site, reroute some
plumbing and cross connection reclaim lines. He asked for Council consent to move
forward with the project.

Council comments:
o Pat Kelley agreed to the solution emphasizing the funds come from the current
budget.
¢ Victor Ortega clarified that $10,000.00 would fix the problem now but it would
take approximately $300,000.00 to place new lines.
¢ Kelly Price was fine with the request.
¢ Sue Cordova agreed.

Consensus of Council was to move forward with the City Manager’s recommended
solution at the cost of $10,000.00.

Tab 6 Budget Committee

Sam Oppelaar explained that it had been suggested by Mr. Kelley that a citizen’s budget
committee be implemented.

Council comments:

¢ Pat Kelley expressed support for getting the citizens involved.

s Victor Ortega liked the idea of empowering the citizens.

¢ Mayor Yeager stated he had confidence in the City Manager to prepare the
budget.

* Kelly Price agreed that the City Manager should prepare the budget.
Sue Cordova agreed with involving citizens and stated that if there were enough
citizens to volunteer to serve that would be fine.

Council consensus was to offer appointing a committee and see if there were enough
people willing to serve.
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Scott Gerken clarified that the committee would have no authority and would serve
under the sunshine rule.

A general discussion pursued regarding the committee.
Sam Oppelaar respectfully expressed his opposition to the idea of a citizen’s committee
and asked the Council to give him the opportunity to present the budget before a

committee was appointed.

Pat Kelley stated that he would wait and see what the City Manager brought to Council
for FY'10 budget before making a final decision on a citizen’s committee.

Tab 7 Resolution 2008-27 Quasi-Judicial Hearing Devindra Variance @ 10:13 P.M.

Tab 8 Ordinance 2008-25 LSCPA for School Concurrency

Scott Gerken read Ordinance 2008-25 by title only for the second time,

Tim Green updated the Council on this large scale comp plan amendment for school
concurrency and explained this reading was for adoption of the plan.

Council Comments:
» Sue Cordova asked if the city could wait until after the June 11™ School Board
Meeting with the 14 Lake County cities where this would be discussed.

Tim Green explained that if this comprehensive plan amendment was not approved no
other comp plan amendments could be brought forward. He reminded Council that the
next comprehensive plan amendments coming for approval in the next two months
included Sugarloaf, Palmer and Lowndes properties.

Sam Oppelaar encouraged the Council to adopt this amendment and assured the Council
he would continue to work on the concurrency service areas.

Scott Gerken also encouraged Council to approve this amendment.
Mayor Yeager asked for public comments; there were no comments.

MOTION by Victor Ortega, SECONDED by Kelly Price to approve Ordinance
2008-25 LSCPA as read.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price
NAY: Cordova

MOTION PASSED: 4-1
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1 FINAL COMMENTS

2

3 Victor Ortega requested a visioning workshop to be scheduled, asked that his mail be

4 delivered more frequently, spoke on the PAL program and expressed his idea that

5 perhaps longevity was affecting continuity.

6

7 Sue Cordova expressed her approval for seeing the deputies around the City more

8  frequently and spoke on the state of the economy and urged the Council to work with the

9 City Manager to help the City work though these tough times.
10
11 Mayor Yeager requested more deputy bike patrols, and announced the latest wrestling
12 event had been a success.
13
14 MOTION by Kelly Price, SECONDED by (inaudible) to adjourn.
15
16 The meeting adjourned at 10:28 p.m. /
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City of Minneola
Office of the City Manager

3 March 2009
MEMORANDUM FOR CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Subject: City Manager Report

Significant Events

¢ Valley Crest and Standard Pacific are making good progress on the
Reserve Parks. Sod and fencing are being instalted.

Significant Meetings or Discussions

s Attended the Lake Chamber Alliance Lake County Days in Tallahassee.
Met with Senator Cary Baker to discuss relief of Consumptive Use Permit
Conditions and requirements.

o Met with Florida State Representative Alan Hays to discuss the progress
of Minneola-WAVES. He is very interested in this initiative for Central
Florida and requested an updated power point presentation...sent.

e Attended the Orlando Metro Economic Development Commission's
industry Cluster Committee. Introduced Minneoia as prime target for a
“water-based” industry center as part of the Minneola-WAVES project.

¢ Met with Mr. David Bordenkircher, Principal of South Lake High School, to
meet our guest student (Ben James) and to review details of the City
Manager Outreach Program

e Attended the University of Florida Extension Course for Municipal
Planners. Laura Jones and Laura Zielonka also attended. Please see
additional information at the attachment.

Actions Taken

¢ Reviewed the US27 median landscape plans with the Parks Department
and City Planner. Plans will be presented to the Council following
preparation of recommendations for improvements.

o Signed Development Orders for the Khadra Medical Center and the
McDonalds restaurant.

» Opened Galena Street at Old Hwy 50. This action followed extensive
coordination with residents, the staff, and Lake County Public Works.
Appropriate signage is installed and information on the opening has been
published on the City’s web site for three weeks.
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ttems for Council Consideration & Information

Citizen Advisory Committee Appointment. Open for further discussion.
First Year Completed: Today marks the end of my first year as your City
Manager. | am very pleased to report to you that the city has made
tremendous progress over this past year, functionally, financially, and
visually...many of colleagues comment on the great progress and
accomplishments we've made. | appreciate the support you have shown
through many of the challenges we've faced this year, and | am looking
forward to helping lead the City of Minneola through the economic
downturn we're in. | know these conditions will not last...and the resiliency
of the United States of America, a Country | so deeply love, will return to
more prosperity in the years ahead. | look forward to presenting you with
a quality budget in the next few months for next year, and continuing to
serve the Minneola Community and her citizens.

Pending and Planned Actions

Library Grand Opening Ceremony in April, tentative date 18 Apr 09
Explore new applications to replace “Fund Balance” and obtain cost data

for product selection.
Minneola Water Summit (Publicly Advertised Meeting): 5 March 2009

@1PM.

Most Respectfully Submitted,

Sam

SAMUEL R. OPPELAAR JR.
City Manager
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