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City of Minneola March 17, 2009
Council Meeting 7:00 P.M.
Minneola City Hall

The City of Minneola Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor David Yeager.
Present were: Councilman Pat Kelley, Councilman Victor Ortega, Councilwoman Kelly
Price, Vice Mayor Sue Cordova, Scott Gerken (City Attorney), Jan McDaniel (City
Clerk), Sam Oppelaar (City Manager), Laura Zielonka {Asst. City Manager), Lt. Greg
Link (LCSQO), Fire Chief Dobrzykowski, Laura Jones (Planning Director) and Tim Green
(GCQ).

A moment of silence was observed and the Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Vice Mayor
Sue Cordova.

AGENDA REVIEW

MOTION by Sue Cordova, SECONDED by Victor Ortega to table the site plan
review for high school BBB.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova
NAY: None
MOTION PASSED: 5-0

Mayor Yeager explained a letter (Exhibit A) had been received requesting a
postponement to April 21* from the applicant’s attorney regarding Tab 7.

MOTION by Sue Cordova to approve the request for postponement for the variance
for 408 W. Pearl to the April 21°*" meeting.

AYE: Kclley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova
NAY: None
MOTION PASSED: 5-0

Mayor Yeager stated that because of requested reports be moved to the end of the
meeting

PRESENTATIONS

Sam Oppelaar made a presentation to Councilwoman Kelly Price and Councilman
Victor Ortega of their certificates of completion of the FL League of Cities IEMO class
for elected officials.
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AUDIENCE TO BE HEARD

Sandy Reeves (Minneola Elementary Principal) expressed her support for Resolution
2009-05 which would be considered for approval at this meeting.

Gene Brown (Groveland) explained that he had met with Ms Cordova regarding
basketball programs for area youth. Sue Cordova explained she had contacted staff
regarding the gym availability and would like to move forward with the first available
Saturday of May 2" to get the program off the ground. Victor Ortega volunteered to help
with a youth program in any way needed.

Mary Hopkins (Minneola resident) asked Council if a business plan had been conducted
regarding the issue of bringing pari-mutuel wagering to the City. She expressed her
disapproval of the idea of any type of gambling in the City of Minneola.

Rick Roderick (Minneola resident) asked how the Council had arrived at the idea that
any citizens of Minneola were in favor of pari-mutuel. He expressed his opinion against
the idea and asked Council to reconsider the idea of pari-mutuel wagering in Minneola.

Tab 1 Approval of the Minutes
Mayor Yeager asked for any corrections to the minutes.

Pat Kelley asked that the spelling of his name be corrected from Kelly to Kelley on page
5 of 12 line 16 of the March 3™ Council meeting minutes.

Victor Ortega requested met with counterparts from the City of Orlando be added to his
comments on pg. 3 of 5 line 18 of the March 3™ Council meeting minutes.

MOTION by Sue Cordova, Seconded by Kelly Price to approve the minutes of the
Quasi-Judicial Hearing for McDonald’s Site Plan as written, the Quasi-Judicial
Hearing for Devindra Variance as written and the March 3™ Council Meeting as
amended.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova

NAY: None

MOTION PASSED: 5-0

Tab 2 Code Board Appointment

Jan McDaniel explained an application for the Code Enforcement Board had been
received and requested Council appoint Penny Markland to that board.

Penny Markland (Minneola resident) came forward to answer questions.
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Council comments:

¢ Pat Kelley had no comments.

e Victor Ortega thanked Ms. Markland for volunteering to serve and asked what
Ms. Markland’s background was. Penny Markland responded she was a resident
of Minneola and had worked in land development for twenty years.

Kelly Price had no comments. ‘

¢ Sue Cordova thanked Ms. Markland for wanting to serve and noted that it was
important that citizens from the original areas of town get involved. She also
stated three more citizens were needed to serve on the seven member board.

¢ Mayor Yeager also thanked Ms. Markland for getting involved.

MOTION by Kelly Price, SECONDED by Sue Cordova to accept the Code
Enforcement Board appointment.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova
NAY: None
MOTION PASSED: 5-0

Tab 3 Resolution 2009-05 Support for Alternative Funding for Education

Scott Gerken read Resolution 2009-05 by title only.,

Sam Oppelaar explained the representatives of the school board were present and
School Board member Ms. Barrow’s had requested the City approve this Resolution in
support of education.

Cindy Barrow (LCSB) expressed he gratitude for all the support Minneola does in
support of the schools and the school board.

Dr. Susan Moxley (Superintendent of Schools) thanked the Council for this
consideration and for all the City does for education.

Council comments:

» Pat Kelley wished the educator good luck in their funding challenges.

* Victor Ortega thanked them for their work.

e Kelly Price stated as an educator herself she was in full support of the Lake
County School Board. )

¢ Sue Cordova stated she was in full support and asked what else the City could do
to further support funding. She asked if a link could be placed on the website to
link directly to the legislators to let them know Minneola citizens are in full
support.

e Victor Ortega suggested a form be added to the website that could be emailed
from citizens in support of education.

* Mayor Yeager expressed his support in finding alternative funding for schools.
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Mayor Yeager asked for public comments; there were no comments.

MOTION by Sue Cordova, SECONDED by Kelly Price to approve Resolution 2009-
0s.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova
NAY: None
MOTION PASSED: 5-0

Tab 4 Resolution 2009-06 Pari-Mutuel Wagering

Scott Gerken read Resolution 2009-06 by title only and explained the intent of this
Resolution was to request the County Commission to hold a county wide referendum. He
then clarified that this document was not an approval of pari-mutuel wagering in
Minneola.

Rick Roderick (Minneola resident) stated he had read that the referendum would cost
approximately $300,000.00 and adamantly expressed his disapproval of any type of
gambling.

Phillip Wolkins (Lake County resident) expressed his disapproval for gambling and
urged the Council to deny the resolution,

Jennifer Bode (Minneola resident) expressed her objections to bringing any type of
wagering to the City. She spoke on the additional crime that could come with a gambling
facility and asked the Council to find different sources of revenue for the City.

No name given (did not sign in} also expressed her opposition for a referendum
regarding pari-mutuel wagering in the City of Minneola and urged the Council to find
other businesses to come to the City.

Joseph Saunders (Minneola resident) spoke against the idea and reminded Council of
the amount of water this type of facility might use and urged them to deny the request for
a referendum.

John Dole (Minneola resident) stated as an 18 year veteran of a police force he was
opposed to the idea of any type of wagering. He urged the Council to deny this
resolution requesting a referendum.

Tony Ray (Clermont resident) expressed his support of bringing pari-mutuel wagering to
the area and urged the Council to approve the request to the County for a referendum.

Kimberly (no last name: Minneola resident) stated she had researched some websites
regarding the problems with gambiing and informed Council of some of the negative
aspects of gambling.
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Gerald Warren (Minneola resident) stated his family were among the early settles of the
community and expressed his objection to the idea.

Louise Hunt {Minneola resident) also objected and urged the Council not to move
forward.

Concerned Citizen (Minneola resident) expressed his objection to any type of wagering
in the City of Minneola.

Julian Andrew expressed his opinion against any type of gambling to Minneola.

Deanne Huber (Minneola resident) requested the Council find other alternatives for
business.

Council comments:

* Sue Cordova noted is was very nice to see citizen input on the subject and
clarified that the referendum is about giving all citizens of Lake County the
choice to choose. She stated she would vote in favor of sending the request for a
referendum. She also stated that she was available for the citizens to contact her
and discuss the issue.

e Koelly Price stated she was against gambling but believed that it should be voted
on by the general population.

e Victor Ortega stated he did not believe that only a few people should make the
decision and that the decision should be made by the public.

¢ Pat Kelley stated he was totally against the idea of pari-mutuel wagering coming
to Minneola,

¢ Mayor Yeager stated that this was an idea that he believed should go to the
people for a decision. He also urged the citizens to contact him at any time. He
spoke on other type of wagering venues and touched briefly on the water use.

e Sue Cordova clarified that this would not be a casino but a card room.

e Victor Ortega suggested having a referendum just for Minneola citizens prior to
having a county wide referendum and asked about the $300,000.00 cost of the
referendum.

+ Mayor Yeager clarified that the total cost for the County wide referendum
$316,907.00 and stated generally a developer who was wanting to bring a facility
to the City would pay for the referendum, but exactly who would pay for it was
yet to be determined.

o Kelly Price stated that although she was not in favor of gambling; she would
support a Minneola referendum prior to the County’s.

Council continued to discuss the issue.

MOTION by Victor Ortega SECONDED by Pat Kelley to approve Resolution 2009-
06 with recommendations on the verbiage in Article one thru six; passing it on to
support the voters decision and to item 4 and to give the opportunity to the Citizens
of Minneola first.
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Pat Kelley asked how Mr. Ortega would pay for a city referendum.

Mayor Yeager stated a city referendum would cost approximately $5,000.00.
AYE: Ortega, Price

NAY: Kelley, Yeager, Cordova

MOTION FAILED: 2-3

Scott Gerken clarified the changes to be in support of a County referendum, not in
support or opposition of gambling but in support of a County wide referendum only.

MOTION by Sue Cordova, SECONDED by to approve Resolution 2009-06 with the
changes in support of a County wide referendum.

Council continued to discuss the issue.

AYE: Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova

NAY: Kelley

MOTION PASSED: 4-1

The meeting was recessed at 8:32 p.m.; and reconvened at 8:48 p.m.

Tab 5 LSCPA 09-01 Comp Plan Amendments
¢ Ordinance 2007-18 Sugarloaf
¢ Ordinance 2008-19 Lowndes
e Ordinance 2008-36 Comp Plan Update

Tim Green recommended tabling Ordinance 2008-36 to the April 7™ meeting.

MOTION by Pat Kelley SECONDED by Kelly Price to table Ordinance 2008-36
until April 7",

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova
NAY: None
MOTION PASSED: 5-0

Scott Gerken read Ordinance 2007-18 and Ordinance 2008-19 by title only for 2" and
final reading.

Re: Ordinance 2007-18 Sugarloaf LSCPA
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Tim Green recommended adoption of this ordinance as all comments from DCA had
been answered.

Mayor Yeager asked for public comments; there were no comments.

Sue Cordova asked if this amendment included the small section in the Sugarloaf
Development represented by Steve Richey.

Tim Green stated that it was included.

MOTION by Sue Cordova, SECONDED by Pat Kelley to approve Ordinance 2007-
18.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova

NAY: None

MOTION PASSED: 5-0

Re: Ordinance 2008-19 Lowndes LSCPA

Tim Green explained that DCA had an objection to this LSCPA regarding roads, traffic
and a traffic study. He stated that the Lowndes Trust had shown no interest in providing
a traffic study at this time. He informed Council that he was comfortable with the City
adopting this amendment but DCA would probably require further information.

Scott Gerken explained that Lowndes had no immediate plans for the property and by
not having a traffic study as recommended by FDOT, it could hurt the chances of the
property being found in compliance with DCA.

Sue Cordova asked if by approving this LSCPA it would remedy the right-of ~-way issue
for the pipe lines.

Scott Gerken stated Lowndes had agreed to grant the City an extension on the right-of-
way to allow the amendment to work its way thru DCA. He acknowledged that by
approving this amendment the City would be upholding its obligation to adopt the plan.

MOTION by Sue Cordova, SECONDED by Victor Ortega to approve Ordinance
2008-19.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price, Cordova

NAY: None

" MOTION PASSED: 5-0

Tab 6 Ordinance 2009-06 Amending the Land Development Code re: Concurrency

7 of 9
Council Meeting
Mar. 17, 2009



O 00~ B —

Scott Gerken read Ordinance 2009-06 by title only for the first time.

Tim Green explained the intent of the Ordinance was to amend the Minneola Code to
include school concurrency.

Council comments; no comments at this time.
Mayor Yeager asked for public comments; there were no comments.

First reading; no action taken.

Tab 7 Tabled at Agenda Review Resolution 2009-03 Variance 408 W. Pearl

Tab 8 Resolution 2009-04 CUP — 556 A Hwy. 27 Quasi-Judicial Hearing @ 9:00 a.m.

Tab 9 Tabled at Agenda Review BBB High School Site Plan

REPORTS:

Sam Oppelaar spoke briefly on the following in regards to his City Manager report
(Exhibit B):

e Requested Council look over, at their leisure, the first draft of the FY 10 budget
(Exhibit C).

¢ Announced the new city engineer would begin on Monday.

Informed Council he had attended a meeting in regards to develop a profile to
promote business for South Lake County and suggested adding the subject to the
May visioning workshop. (Council agreed)

e Explained a draft cover letter was included in the packet regarding Minneola
Waves and spoke on a meeting he had attended with the Economic Development
Committee. He requested permission from Council to send a white paper (Exhibit
D) to the EDC. (Council agreed)

o Stated he had met with a representative of The American Traffic Solutions
regarding red light cameras and would be bringing a draft contract forward for
Council consideration.

¢ Briefly spoke on the Risk Chart specifically noting that staff was still working on
getting bids on an exhaust system for the Minneola fire station.

Scott Gerken reminded Council of the Florida Sunshine Law noting there had recently
been a case in Venice, FL regarding communication between Council members.

Chief Dobrzykowski reported on a fire on Silverton (behind the station) and the
response time was 10 seconds; and reminded everyone of the high fire advisory.

Lt. Link stated the two deputies had completed the bike training course and the new
bicycle was being equipped at this time.
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Council Reports:

Pat Kelley commented on the Niagara water dispute stating that it does not send a good
message to the citizens that the City of Minneola is not in support of the fight against
Niagara. (Sam Oppelaar explained that part of the Minneola Waves project includes the
effluent from the Niagara facility and a study was being conducted.)

Victor Ortega had no report.
Kelly Price had no report.

Sue Cordova requested a workshop be held the first part of April to consider an
alternative to gambling instead of a gambling facility which would raise money for
charities. (Council agreed to a workshop on Wednesday April 8" at 5:00 p.m.)

Mayor Yeager stated he receives many emails and appreciates it when there is a name so
he can contact them and discuss their issues. He explained there had been a meeting in
Tallahassee regarding the turnpike exchange and suggested the City enter a public-private
partnership to get the funds to move forward on getting the exchange built. He also
suggested the Water Alliance for Lake County should become more than an advisory
board and become funded by the 14 cities like the MPO. He expressed support for the red
light cameras and suggested the City sell the unused fire truck and purchase a brush truck
for the department.

MOTION by Pat Kelley, SECONDED by Kelly Price to adjourn.

The meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m.
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