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City of Minneola May 19, 2009
Council Meeting 7:00 P.M.
Minneola City Hall

The City of Minneola Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor David Yeager.
Present were: Councilman Pat Kelley, Councilman Victor Ortega, Councilwoman Kelly
Price, Scott Gerken (City Attorney), Michelle Zurita (Executive Assistant), Laura
Zielonka (Finance Director), Sam Oppelaar (City Manager), Lt. Greg Link (LCSO),
Laura Jones (Planning Director) and Tim Green (GCG). Vice Mayor Cordova to be
excused by a motion.

A moment of silence was observed and the Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Pat Kelley.

AGENDA REVIEW

Pat Kelley requested Tab # 8 be moved to the beginning of the meeting and the
discussion item 2009 Amended Budget be postponed to the next meeting

Council agreed.

PRESENTATION Tab 1 BBB High School

Gary Parker (Director of Facilities for the Lake County School Board) gave a
presentation (Exhibit A) on the future high school.

A general discussion was held to allow Mr. Parker to answer questions clarifying some
features of the school and the road system.

Tab 8 Resolution 2009-08

Cindy Barrow thanked the Council for allowing her to speak and explained that courtesy
busing was not provided in all districts. She stated the reason for possibly doing away
with that type of busing in Minneola was budget cuts. She also stated no definite
decision had been made by the school board at this time.

Sam Oppelaar read Resolution 2009-08 by title only.

Council comments:

* Pat Kelley stated he believed a compromise to the situation would be needed and
suggested implementing the sexual predator issue living areas into the busing
distance requirement. He asked who the citizens could contact to help resolve the
issue,

Harry Fix explained 2 workshop would be held on June 1% to get the public input on the
issues and the school board would be working with individual districts.

Cindy Barrow suggested contacting the state legislatures from Lake County regarding
sexual predators.
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Jim Frana (Minneola resident) stated that he believed that a long walk to school could
lead to a higher drop out rate. He suggested the district be revised to get the schools and
the busing together by not splitting neighborhoods into two school districts.

MOTION by Pat Kelley, SECONDED by Victor Ortega to approve Resolution
2009-08, Parents Responsibility Areas re: School Busing.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price
NAY: None

MOTION PASSED: 4-0
AUDIENCE TO BE HEARD

No comments.

REPORTS:

Sam Oppelaar reported on the following from his City Manager report (Exhibit B)

e Asked for Council direction regarding moving forward with the bid process for
the line extensions North on Hwy. 27. Council consensus was to move forward
with the bidding process; Pat Kelly voting no.

* Asked for direction on grants for the fire department for a vehicle and a sprinkler
system. Council consensus was to move forward with the process; Mayor Yeager
voting no.

* Informed Council that a sample landscape area would be placed near the back
door of City Hall to show what can be done with drought tolerant plants.

* Informed that the CDBG grant had been received in the amount of $71,700.00 for
improvements to the Library.

e Stated he had contacted some water innovation companies regarding the Minneola
Waves project.

¢ Informed Council two CD’s had been distributed to Council for their review. He
explained the two CD’s showed the City of Inverness’s visioning plan.

* Informed Council the Fire Chief was now attending paramedic school on Tuesday
and Thursday evenings.

Lt. Link reported the Midnight Basketball Event had gone well, as well as Splash Bash
had been a success.

Council Reports:

Pat Kelley asked for clarification of the vehicle accident. Laura Zielonka explained the
insurance company would cover the value of the truck at the time of the accident, not the
complete replacement value.
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Victor Ortega Distributed a map (Exhibit C) of The Reserve and asked Council to
reconsider allowing 1200 sq. ft. homes. He stated he had spoken with the developer
regarding this matter. He also stated he had attended the midnight basketball.

Kelly Price disclosed she had also spoken with Paul Smerge regarding allowing 1200 sq.
ft. home in The Reserve.

Pat Kelley and Mayor Yeager also disclosed they had spoken with Paul Smerge on the
matter.

Mayor Yeager suggested the City Attorney contact the insurance company of the at fault
driver of the vehicle accident and recoup the total amount for replacement of the City
vehicle. He congratulated staff on the recent festival and suggested keeping Splash Bash
as a kid’s event and not to have the high end vendors.

Tab 2 Approval of the Minutes

MOTION by Pat Kelley, SECONDED by Victor Ortega to approve the minutes as
read (i.e. written).

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price

NAY: None

MOTION PASSED: 4-0

Tab 3 Consent Agenda Ordinance 2009-13

Scott Gerken read Ordinance 2009-13 by title only for the second time.

MOTION by Pat Kelley, SECONDED by Kelly Price to approve the Consent
Agenda.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price
NAY: None
MOTION PASSED: 4-0

Tab 4 P & Z Board Appointment

Laura Jones explained Jim Frana’s appointment expires in June and requested he be
reappointed to the board. She also requested that application be taken prior to a possible
November vacancy.

Mayor Yeager requested Ms. Jones verify if Ms. Veit would be seeking reappointment
in November.
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MOTION by Victor Ortega, SECONDED by Kelly Price to approve Ms. Laura
Jones to move forward on the strategy of filling the November vacancy and the
appointment of Mr. Jim Frana.

AYE: Kelley, Ortega, Yeager, Price

NAY: None

MOTION PASSED: 4-0

Tab 5 2009 Amended Budget Tabled at agenda review to the June 2, 2009 meeting.

Tab 6Waste Pro Contract Changes

Sam Oppelaar explained that he had met with Tim Dolan of Waste Pro and an
agreement had been reached to postpone a $2.50 increase per customer by increasing the
length of the contract by two years. He reminded Council that they had granted him
permission to work out a compromise with the vendor to eliminate any increase in fees.
He stated that another referendum could be held to grant an exclusive contract to the
vendor which could avoid an increase.

Mayor Yeager stated the question should be placed on the ballot.

A general discussion pursued regarding franchise fees and adding the question to the
November ballot.

Scott Gerken explained an Ordinance would need to be approved by Council to extend
the contract.

Tab 7 Minneola Athletic Complex Name Approval

Sam Oppelaar explained he had spoken to Progress Energy regarding possibly
purchasing the naming rights but had not succeeded. He suggested naming the park
Minneola Athletic Complex until such time a company wishes to purchase the right to
name the area.

FINAL COMMENTS

Victor Ortega informed Council that he had been contacted by Mr. Saunders regarding
the acoustics in the Council chamber and expressed his concerns with the consulting
firms. He also suggested holding a weekly craft fair.

Mayor Yeager explained that the City has shopped for consultants in the past and
currently the City was not using the consultants near as much as in the past.

Sam Oppelaar explained that a reorganization of staff to curtail the costs of consultants.
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800 N. US Hwy 27
Minneola, FL 34715
352-394-3598 Ext 216
WWW.Minneoia us

5/ W
Minneola City Hall Office ' & Mailing Address

P.O. Box 678
Minneola, FL 34755
352-394-3598 Ext 216
soppelaar@minneoia.us

The City qf Minneola

Samuel R. Oppelaar Jr.
City Manager

19 May 2009

MEMORANDUM FOR: City Council Members

SUBJECT: City Manager Report

Significant Events

Splash Bash: Approximately 3000 residents attended a very successful

event. The staff did an excellent job planning and executing the event and
no significant problems were reported. On-site teamwork was
outstanding.

Significant Meetings or Discussions

Met with Mr. Tim Dolan of Waste Pro concerning the city's request for
relief to the $2.50 per home cost increase for solid waste pick up that was
scheduled to take effect under the contract on 1 May 09. He proposed to
Council that this increase can be delayed for 2 years (1 May 2011) with
the condition that his contract with the city is extended overall by 2 years.
Attended the Lake County League of Cities. invited Mr. Sam Stark,
President of the Central Florida Sports Authority, to visit Minneola to have
a look at the Reserve Sports Complex. CFSA organizes and promotes
sporting events at all available venues in Central Florida.
Attended the presentation to council at the workshop from Mr. Herfel
Torres concerning the potential for the city to invest in building a mountain
biking “park” in Minneola.
Conducted initial research into the company/entities represented by Mr.
Tarres. (Information sent to Council)
Met with Mr. Jim Cohen and Doug Vaught of Blue Earth Solutions. Also
attending were Dotty Keedy from Lake County, Shelly Wiedenhawmer of
the Metro Orlando EDC, Kim Woodbury of SouthStar, Bruce Duncan of
Family Dynamics, and Laura Jones, Senior Planner for the City.
Presented the City’s opportunity briefing (power point) to the guests to
show them the path the city is on for economic development and growth.
Bruce provided an update on the Hilis of Minneola DRI. Mr. Cohen, who
“Excellence. . . Delivered”
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leads a sister company to Blue Earth, “Natural Blue Resources”, is
involved in constructing and operating water purification plants in New
Mexico that extract brackish water from deep wells (non recharge wells)
and purify it for consumptive use. Though he did not make an actual
proposal to the city, the indication was that he would want the city to
make the investment in building such a plant to meet Minneola’s future
water demands. It is possible that when the water demands in Central
Florida reach the 2013 cap from SJIRWMD, that the plant could sell water
to neighboring municipalities, then use proceeds from the water sales to
collateralize the construction bond. | requested some information from
SMW Geosciences concerning the aquifer to determine if a suitable type
of brackish or dirty water is available as the natural resource to support
the type of plant Mr. Cohen has described, and according to Sarah
Whitaker, there may be this type of brackish water at levels below the
potable water levels in the lower Floridan Aquifer System, but extractions
from this level may result in a compromise mix of this brackish water with
the “good” water that rides above it in the aquifer where we draw water
from.

Met with Mr. Tom Gould and Mr. Matt Feil of the Akerman-Senterfitt Law
Firm at their request. This meeting was a foliow up to a phone
conversation a few weeks ago concerning the possibility of the Florida
Energy & Climate Commission preparing to administer some $18 million
in Federal Stimulus money to counties and cities in Florida to fund energy
related projects. Tom and Matt are offering the services of their law fim
to help write and facilitate an application to FECC for any energy project

June with the application details and process. Once we have a chance to
review it in house we’ll be abie to determine what organic capability we
have to complete the application. Tom and Matt will be preparing a short
proposal for the city’'s consideration should we decide (1) to apply for
something, and (2) if we need externat help to get the package
“footballed” through FECC in Tallahassee.
Hosted a meeting with the City of Groveland to discuss the issue of the
overlapping Chapter 180 districts of Minneola and Groveland.
Attending for Groveland:
« Ralph Hester, City Manager
« Anita Geraci, City Attorney
o Larry Walker, Utilities
Attending for Minneola:
e Sam Oppelaar, City Manager
e Scott Gerken, City Attorney
+ Laura Jones, Senior Planner
e Marc Waich, PBS&J

o The City of Groveland has for the past few months been working
on charting the City of Minneola waste water system to make a

“Excellence. . . Delivered”
Page 2 of 6



determination of “who is closest”, but they were not fully aware of
our US27 Utility Extension Project as part of their effort. PBS&J
will provide Groveland with updated data layers in AutoCad to
allow them to complete their drawings. Mr. Hester and Ms. Geraci
will then take the issue to the Groveland City Council for their
direction in the matter. All parties agreed that the overlap needs to
be corrected, and there are two other smaller areas that also need
to be corrected. | pointed out to Groveland that their amended
area that covers the prison also covers City of Minneola annexed
land, including the Apshawa View subdivision, US27 from Sullivan
Road North and including the 561/US27 intersection where the
RaceTrac station will be built; and other City annexed properties
zoned B-1 along US27. All parties agreed to have a follow on
meeting in about a month to review progress on the resolution of
the matter. Scott's office will set up the next meeting and stay in
contact with Anita Geraci as the situation progresses.

e Met with Mr. Steve Newton, Father of former city Fire Department
employee, Troy Newton (deceased). Mr. Newton requested a meeting
with me to sharehistmughtsonthemeofhisson'suntimeiydeath in
2008. Laura Zielonka and | discussed the matter with him and agreed to
have a look at the information he provided and provide him with follow up.
Discussed the matter with the Chief who agreed to meet with Mr. Newton
at a later date to discuss.

« Met with Bo Reardon of TetraTech to go over Stormwater CIP Projects.
Staff will evaluate the st and integrate higher priority projects into the CIP
segment of the FY10 Budget for Council’s consideration.

» Spoke with Mr. Darryl Ladd concerning the potential for the City of
Minneola to lease the Feed Store in Clermont. He stated that he is
entering a 5-year arrangement with a Kawasaki dealer. Rent on the
facility will be $12,500.00/month for 3 years, then increasing by 5% each
successive year of the 5 year contract. He thanked the City Council for
their interest in the facility but would not be interested in leasing iton a
short term basis.

Actions Taken

« Signed letter to Minneola Homeowners Associations as requested by the
City Council advising them of the Council's position on the elimination of
courtesy busing within 2 miles of school.

» Visited 408 E Pearl to lock at the tree on Mrs. Shields property that would
conflict with the new placement of the fence she was directed to move by
the City Council. Autharized her to “dog-leg” the fence around the tree
not to exceed twa feet from the tree.

« Signed annual traffic signal maintenance agreement with FDOT for
FY09/10 maintenance.

“Excellence. .. Delivered”
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o Inspected Trailhead Park in preparation for the Splash Bash. Parkis in
excellent condition.

Items for Council Consideration & Information

o Hosted a project review meeting for the US27 Utility Extension
Attending:
Jon Fox, TetraTech
Marc Walch, PBS&J
Mark Odell, PW
Fred Miller, PWS
Laura Jones, Plans
Laura Zielonka, ACM
Sam Oppelaar, CM

The engineering for this project is at the 100% level and final plans are being
reviewed by Public Works for a final check. All permits have been secured. The
PBSJ-TetraTech team will be ready to go to bid on the project within 30 days. A
few minar issues still need to be resolved and wili be addressed over the next
few weeks:
« Need confirmation on the transfer of the lift station site to the City of
Minneagla
Small triangle of land on RaceTrac property requires an easement
PBSJ/TetraTech will provide an updated construction cost estimate
PBS. will coordinate with FDEP to explore SRF Loan funding
opportunities

« For Council Consent: Request authorization to initiate bid process for the
US27 Utility Extension project.

¢ For Council Cangent: Fire Department Grants

o Assistance o Firefighters Grant. Approximately $700K for a “Quint”
vehicle capable of aerial fire fighting up to 75" high. This would be
the third submission from the city on this grant. (6% matching)

o Assistance to Firefighters Grant: Approximately $50K to retrofit the
fire station with sprinklers and alarm system. (5% matching)

Additional information will be provided in the package. We will come back to
Council at a later date to discuss SAFR Grants for additional firefighters.

“Excellence. .. Delivered”
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Pending and Planned Actions

¢ 19 May 09: Guest panelist at the Central Florida Builder's Business

Breakfast in Orlando

20 May 09: Courtesy Visit with Ladd Brothers

22 May 09: Meeting with Peggy Ernest to discuss Cuttural and Arts

27-30 May 09: Attending the FCCMA Annual Convention, St. Augustine.

1 Jun 09: Visit to SIRWMD to discuss our CUP for reclaimed water

augmentation

« Staff will pravide recommendation for source selection on the exhaust
removal system for the Fire Station on 2 Jun 09.

“Excellence. . .-Delivered”
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